
SPA 4400  Spring 2023 
Introduction to Language Disorders   

 1 

University of Florida 
College of Public Health and Health Professions 

SPA 4400: Introduction to Language Disorders (3 credit hours) 
Delivery Format: Campus and Online 

CLASS MEETINGS.      Monday           10:40-12:35 PM      Campus 
             Wednesday      11:45-12:35 AM 

 

Instructor Candice Adams-Mitchell, SLP.D, CCC-SLP 
Email: C.adamsmitchell@ufl.edu 
Phone: 352-294-5716 
Office: HPNP 2125 
Office Hours:  https://candiceadams-mitchell.youcanbook.me/ 

Additional office hours by appointment with Graduate Assistant Alyssa Terry 
 

The information contained in this class syllabus is subject to change without notice. 
Students are to be aware of any additional course policies presented by the instructor 
during the course. By attending class, monitoring the class Canvas site, checking 
your email, and communicating with Dr. CAM you will be made aware of any 
changes. 

 

PREREQUISITES  
SPA 4004 Language Development 
SPA 4104 Neuro Bases 
 
Course Overview 
Overview: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to basic principles of language 
disorders, assessment, and intervention for children and adults. This course will 
cover the etiologies and characteristics of a wide variety of pediatric (preschool 
and school-age) and adult communication differences, delays and disorders.  
Multicultural and counseling considerations will be incorporated into discussion at 
all three primary age groups.  Differences, delays and disorders presented will 
include those related to specific etiological factors, those related to specific 
language features (with undetermined etiology), developmental language deficits, 
language-learning disabilities, reading disorders, ADD/ADHD, aphasia, and the 
dementias.  
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The content of this course is designed to help you meet the following clinical certification 
standards:  Relation to Program Outcomes and Clinical Certification Standards:  This 
course addresses program outcomes that pertain to the following Clinical Certification Standards. 

Standard 
# Standard 

IV. B. Demonstrates knowledge of the biological, neurological, acoustical, developmental, 
linguistic and cultural bases of basic human auditory processes. 

IV. B Demonstrates the ability to integrate information pertaining to normal and abnormal 
oral (receptive and expressive) and written (reading and writing) language 
development across the life span. 

IV. C Demonstrates knowledge of the etiologies, characteristics, and 
anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and 
cultural correlates of oral (receptive and expressive) and written (reading and 
writing) language disorders and social aspects of communication disorders. 

IV. D Demonstrates current knowledge of the principles and methods of prevention, 
assessment, and intervention for people with oral (receptive and expressive) language 
disorders, written (reading and writing) language disorders and social aspects of 
communication disorders. 

 
These course objectives relate to the following ASHA Knowledge and Skills 
Assessment (KASA) Standards: 

Standard 
# Standard 

III-B: Demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and swallowing processes, 
including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and 
linguistic and cultural bases. 

III-C: Demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language, hearing, and 
communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including the 
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates. 

III-D Possess knowledge of the principles and methods of prevention, assessment, 
and intervention for people with communication and swallowing disorders, 
including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, 
developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders. 
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Course Objectives/Goals:   

a) Knowledge Objectives: Students will be able to… 
(1) Anatomical Basis: 

(a) Describe how language skills are influenced by biological and environmental 
factors 

(b) Describe the neurological correlates of oral and written langaage 
(2) Physiological Basis: 

(a) Describe the physiological bases of human communication 
(b) Describe the components of langauge. 

(3) Linguistic Basis: 
(a) Describe concepts of linguistic varitaion 

(4) Cultural & Regional Basis 
(a) Describe the role of cultural & regional factors in language disorders 

 
b) Skill Objectives: Students will be able to:  

ü Identify causes and characteristics of oral and written language disorders. 
ü Identify and apply assessment procedures and intervention 

strategies for children and adults with language disorders. 
ü Differentiate characteristics of typical development from 

characteristics of language impairment in culturally and linguistically 
diverse populations. 

ü Describe various methods to prevent oral and written language disorders 
ü Describe the treatment for oral and written language disorders, including writing 

goals and treatment methods 
ü Develop critical thinking skills in applying professional ethics 

and positions in regards to speech and language disorders in 
practical situations. 

Instructional Method 
This class is being taught as a campus face to face class. Class time will focus on review of  
lecture material and addressing your questions. The purpose of the in-person class is 
clarification, meaningful discussion and thinking critically through case studies. Class sessions 
provide support for information integration and expansion of concepts resulting in learning and 
comprehension. You will be expected to be familiar with concepts covered in assigned articles, 
class, discussions, lecture notes and assignments. 

Course Materials 
Required: Membership with Master Clinician Network (www.masterclinician.org).  This 
membership costs $45/yr.   

  Recommended Text: Reed. V (2018) An Introduction to Children With Language   
Disorders. Pearson Publishing: Boston, MA 

  Recorded Lectures, Discussions and Exercises:  Available on CANVAS. 
  Links to help you access scholarly articles for free.   

• Google Scholar 
• Using the UF library system: 
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       http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/distancelearners . 
       http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/speech-language  

 
For issues with technical difficulties for E-learning please contact the UF Help Desk at: 

● Learning-support@ufl.edu 
● (352) 392-HELP - select option 2 
● https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml 

 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
Grading Policy  
  
% of 
pts 
  

93- 
100 

90- 
92 

87- 
89 

83- 
86 

80–  
82 

77- 
79 

70- 
76 

67- 
69 

63- 
66 

60-
62 

Below 
60 

# of pts 
  

558-
600 

540-
557 

522-
539 

498-
521 

480-
497 

462-
479 

402-
461 

378-
401 

360-
377 

300-
314 

Below 
360 

Letter 
grade 
  

A A- B+ B B- C+ C D+ D D-   E 

  
 Note:  Grades of WF, I, NG, and S-U each correspond with 0.0 grade points. For greater detail 
on the meaning of letter grades and university policies related to them, see the Registrar’s Grade 
Policy regulations at: http://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx 

Other Requirements 
a) Attendance/Participation.  

Attendance and tardiness are primarily a student- teacher-class relationship. You are 
expected to participate. Your questions, comments, and observations make the class 
lively and interesting and are an intrinsic aspect of professionalism. The University has a 
concern for the proper fulfillment of such obligations by the student, and therefore, 
regular/consistent class attendance in mandatory. If a class is missed for any reason, you 
are responsible for obtaining information about notes, announcements and changes to 
requirements. Excused absences are determined at the discretion of the instructor, and 
proper documentation MUST be provided in order for an absence to be considered 
excused. Personal issues with respect to class attendance or fulfillment of course 
requirements will be handled on an individual basis.  

b) Missed Exam Policy. If you must miss a test or quiz due to sickness or emergency, you 
must call or email the instructor before class time that day, or you will not be allowed to 
make it up. It is your responsibility to schedule a time to take that quiz or test before the 
next class meeting. You will receive a grade of ZERO if you miss an assignment, quiz or 
exam without prior approval from Dr. CAM. 
No make-up tests will be scheduled any later than 1 week after the missed exam. If you 
miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from another student. Any requests 
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for make-ups due to technical issues MUST be accompanied by the ticket number 
received from LSS when the problem was reported them them.  The ticket number will 
document the time and date of the problem.  You MUST e-mail me within 24 hours of 
the technical difficulty if you wish to request a make-up. 
If you know in advance that you will be missing a class due to an excused absence, you 
must alert the instructor and reschedule your quiz or test before the event. Forgetting to 
login to class or misreading the syllabus are not considered valid reasons for missing a 
quiz or test.

 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS, ROLES, & OPPORTUNITIES FOR INPUT 

• Classroom courtesy & respect.  
Respect and Professionalism 
Regardless of whether you are training to become a speech-language 
pathologist, audiologist, or researcher you are required to conduct yourself in 
a professional manner. This behavior should also be exemplified in the 
classroom. You should focus on paying attention in class, actively 
participating, being respectful to classmates, and not engaging in excessive 
chatting or doing work from other classes. 
You are expected to attend every class in its entirety, and your success in this 
course will be influenced by your attendance. All students are responsible for 
knowing the material covered in class. It is the responsibility of each student to 
anticipate his or her own needs and communicate with the instructor AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE about individual issues. If a class is missed for any reason, you 
are responsible for obtaining information about notes, announcements and 
changes to requirements.  

• Dealing with differences.  
The School of  Health Professions and Public Health are based on the belief in human dignity 
and on respect for the individual. As we share our personal beliefs inside or outside of the 
classroom, it is always with the understanding that we value and respect diversity of 
background, experience, and opinion, where every individual feels valued. We believe in and 
promote openness and tolerance of differences in ethnicity and culture, and we respect 
differing personal, spiritual, religious and political values. We further believe that celebrating 
such diversity enriches the quality of the educational experiences we provide our students 
and enhances our own personal and professional relationships.  
We embrace The University of Florida’s Non-Discrimination Policy, which reads, “The 
University shall actively promote equal opportunity policies and practices conforming to 
laws against discrimination. The University is committed to non-discrimination with respect 
to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations, genetic 
information and veteran status as protected under the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment 
Assistance Act.” If you have questions or concerns about your rights and responsibilities for 
inclusive learning environment, please see your instructor or refer to the Office of 
Multicultural & Diversity Affairs website: www.multicultural.ufl.edu 
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• Communication Guidelines  
Students should contact Dr. CAM via UF email (c.adamsmitchell@ufl.edu) or CANVAS 
email. Turn-around time for emails from Dr. CAM will be less than 24 hours weekdays, and 
48 hours on weekends. Students should be aware that messages left on Dr. CAM’s office 
phone may not be picked up for several days.   

Feedback/Course Evaluation. 
Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by  
completing online evaluations at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations are typically open  
during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times  
when they are open. Summary results of these assessments are available to students at  
https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/. 

Academic Integrity 
Cheating, lying, misrepresentation, or plagiarism in any form is unacceptable and inexcusable 
behavior. 
 
Students are expected to act in accordance with the University of Florida policy on academic 
integrity.  As a student at the University of Florida, you have committed yourself to uphold the 
Honor Code, which includes the following pledge: 
 
 “We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and 
our peers to the highest standards of honesty and integrity.“  
 
You are expected to exhibit behavior consistent with this commitment to the UF academic 
community, and on all work submitted for credit at the University of Florida, the following 
pledge is either required or implied: 
 
 “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this 
assignment.” 
 
It is your individual responsibility to know and comply with all university policies and 
procedures regarding academic integrity and the Student Honor Code.  Violations of the Honor 
Code at the University of Florida will not be tolerated.  Violations will be reported to the Dean of 
Students Office for consideration of disciplinary action.  For additional information regarding 
Academic Integrity, please see Student Conduct and Honor Code or the Graduate Student 
Website for additional details: 
 

• https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/  
•  https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr 
• http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studenthandbook/studentrights.php 
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Recording Within the Course: 
 
Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which 
these recordings may be used are strictly controlled.  The only allowable purposes are (1) for 
personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence 
in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding.  All other purposes are 
prohibited.  Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent 
of the instructor.  
  
A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students 
about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the 
presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest 
instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. A class lecture does not include lab sessions, 
student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving 
solely student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations 
between students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class 
session.  
  
Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, 
transmit, circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, 
to another person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class 
section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is 
posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to 
social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third party note/tutoring services. A student 
who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action 
instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 
Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code.  
 

  
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
If you require classroom accommodation because of a disability, you must register with the Dean 
of Students Office (https://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc)  within the first week of class. The Dean of 
Students Office will provide documentation to you, which you then give to the instructor when 
requesting accommodation. The College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
to assist students in their coursework. 
 
Counseling and Student Health  
Students sometimes experience stress from academic expectations and/or personal and 
interpersonal issues that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself 
facing issues that have the potential to or are already negatively affecting your coursework, you 
are encouraged to talk with an instructor and/or seek help through University resources available 
to you. 
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• The Counseling and Wellness Center 352-392-1575 offers a variety of support services 
such as psychological assessment and intervention and assistance for math and test 
anxiety. Visit their web site for more information: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu. On line 
and in person assistance is available.  

• You Matter We Care website: http://www.umatter.ufl.edu/. If you are feeling 
overwhelmed or stressed, you can reach out for help through the You Matter We Care 
website, which is staffed by Dean of Students and Counseling Center personnel.    

• The Student Health Care Center at Shands is a satellite clinic of the main Student Health 
Care Center located on Fletcher Drive on campus. Student Health at Shands offers a 
variety of clinical services. The clinic is located on the second floor of the Dental Tower 
in the Health Science Center. For more information, contact the clinic at 392-0627 or 
check out the web site at: https://shcc.ufl.edu/ 

• Crisis intervention is always available 24/7 from: 
• Alachua County Crisis Center: 

(352) 264-6789 

 
 Your well-being is important to the University of 
Florida.  The U Matter, We Care initiative is committed to 
creating a culture of care on our campus by encouraging 
members of our community to look out for one another and to 
reach out for help if a member of our community is in 
need.  If you or a friend is in distress, please contact 

umatter@ufl.edu so that the U Matter, We Care Team can reach out to the student in 
distress.  A nighttime and weekend crisis counselor is available by phone at 352-392-
1575.  The U Matter, We Care Team can help connect students to the many other helping 
resources available including, but not limited to, Victim Advocates, Housing staff, and 
the Counseling and Wellness Center.  Please remember that asking for help is a sign of 
strength.  In case of emergency, call 9-1-1. 

http://www.alachuacounty.us/DEPTS/CSS/CRISISCENTER/Pages/CrisisCenter.aspx 
 

BUT – Do not wait until you reach a crisis to come in and talk with us. We have helped 
many students through stressful situations impacting their academic performance. You 
are not alone so do not be afraid to ask for assistance. 

 
 

Public Safety and Emergency Services 

• University Police Department 392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies. 
Other resources: 

q Campus Alcohol and Drug Resource Center (302 Student Health Center, 392-
1161, ext. 4281). 

q Student Mental Health Services (245 Student Health Center, 392-1171). 
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q University Counseling Center (301 Peabody Hall, 392-1575) 
q Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS), Student Health Care Center, 392-

1161, sexual counseling 

q Career Resource Center, Reitz Union, 392-1601, career development assistance 
and counseling 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

Language Acquisition Review Quiz (10 points): A solid foundation in language acquisition is critical to your 
success as a clinician. This online quiz (found in the quizzes section on Canvas) will help make sure you have 
understand the foundational concepts of language development. You may take the quiz as many times as needed 
until you earn full credit.  

Glossary Come To Life (10 points): Students will use Master Clinician and analyze a single video example of an 
intervention and point out examples of technical terms.  

Tests (100 points each): Two tests (midterm and final) will be given, each worth 100 points.  The format of the 
tests will be mixed (multiple-choice, matching, true/false, fill-in-the-blank and short answer) and will cover 
assigned readings, lecture material (PowerPoints and lectures), and chat discussions.  The midterm will include all 
covered material up to that point.  The final will include all material covered after the midterm.  Test dates are 
listed in the course calendar.  
 
Language Sample Analysis (100 points): A 50-utterance language sample will be provided to you.  You are to 
complete analyses for: mean length of utterance and Brown’s Stages of Language Development; order of 
acquisition of Brown’s 14 grammatical morphemes; number of different words; and speech intelligibility.  Results 
should be presented in a paragraph form with interpretation of the results (you will be given a template to follow).  
Is the child’s MLU consistent with his age?  What stage is the child’s MLU? Is the child using the morphemes 
that are expected for his/her age? Is the child’s semantic diversity (NDW) appropriate for his/her age? Is the 
child’s speech intelligibility appropriate for his/her age? Give examples to support your interpretation.   

AAC/Literacy Intervention Assignment (100 points): Each student will choose a children’s book (no two 
students can present the same book and create a mock lesson plan. Each lesson plan should include: 

• A target language outcome to be taught in a hypothetical classroom consisting of 5 AAC users who use 
high tech and low tech devices and 5 non AAC users  

• A short list of vocabulary words to be taught in each unit (make sure to identify fringe and core 
vocabulary)  

• A list of five learning objectives  
• A list of 5 ideas for teaching activities (Demonstration of 1 activity) 
• Identify age group (grade level) for your literacy project  
• Research Common Core Standards by grade level and how you plan to accomplish those standards in your 

lesson plan  
• A written lesson plan identifying the information stated above  
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• Plan to present to in class for 10 minutes on your project utilizing a visual aid such as PowerPoint, Prezi or 
Google Slides. 

AAC Reaction Paper (20 points): Students will watch the AAC documentary “Only God Could Hear Me” and 
write a 2 page reaction paper discussing their thoughts about the documentary and the SLP’s role in providing 
services to users of AAC. 
 
Diversity in Language Acquisition Reaction Paper (20 points): Students will watch two episodes of “We 
Speak NYC” and write a reaction paper discussing each episode. Each reaction paper should be at least 1-2 pages. 
Episodes can be found at https://wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.us/episodes/ 

Participation (25 points): Students will be expected to make meaningful contributions to the class, particularly 
during in-class discussion days and inservice presentations.  


